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JONATHAN M. SNOWDEN

FLUTIST
Personal Statement

Jonathan Snowden is one of Britain’s premier solo flautists and perhaps its best-kept secret. Mr. Snowden was named Principal Flute of the English National Opera North Orchestra at age 21. He was appointed to the same post with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, and subsequently held the Principal Flautist position in the London Philharmonic Orchestra and the Philharmonia Orchestra. His thrilling sound and technical virtuosity are admired here and abroad. Journalist Edward Greenfield has described Mr. Snowden in The Guardian as “one of the most brilliant flautists of his generation.”

Mr. Snowden has established himself as an international artist of highest acclaim. His engagements have included concerto tours in Europe, the United States and Japan. He has been invited by Lorin Maazel to play with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra and by Seiji Ozawa to play with the Boston Symphony Orchestra. He has performed as soloist with orchestras including The Royal Philharmonic, The London Philharmonic (Royal Festival Hall in London), the Bournemouth Symphony under Andrew Litton, the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, the Malta Symphony and St. Louis Symphony under Leonard Slatkin.

He is also in much demand by composers to record their film scores. His recording list includes: Doomsday, Fool’s Gold, The Great Debaters, Bee Movie, Stardust, 1408, Pride, The Da Vinci Code, Over the Hedge, Lord of the Rings, Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice, Don Juan, Tomb Raider, Mr. Holland’s Opus, Antz, The Mummy, Bridget Jones Diary, The Mummy Returns, The Four Feathers, Gangs of New York, Gods and Generals, SpongeBob SquarePants and The Mission. Mr. Snowden has regularly broadcasted on BBC Radio 3 and has made numerous television appearances. 

Jonathan Snowden has recorded with artists as diverse as Bjork, Sting, and Martine McCutchion. He has done performance spots with Sir Cliff Richard and Elvis Costello. A well-respected pedagogue, Mr. Snowden has been published in Pan (December 2001; May 2003) and Flute Talk (April 1993; February 2007). Powell Flute Company, Brannen-Cooper Brothers and Muramatsu Flute Company have sponsored him as a guest artist for master classes throughout the world. Mr. Snowden has held recitals and master classes in Japan, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Ireland, Great Britain (Royal Northern College and Trinity College) and the United States. 

Suzanne Fitzgerald described his teaching style in the British Flute Society’s magazine, Pan, as “dynamic and inspirational, conducting the class with energy and sheer enthusiasm. Each student was encouraged to look deeper into themselves and their music, exploring the many possibilities of dynamic range and colour…Most of all, people came away feeling inspired, encouraged and fulfilled and surely that’s what music is all about.”

Mr. Snowden has appeared regularly by invitation to perform and teach as part of the National Flute Association’s (NFA) annual convention (Atlanta: 1999; Las Vegas: 2003; Pittsburgh: 2006). In support of proposals sent to the NFA, Dr. Brooks de Wetter-Smith, a J.G. Hanes Distinguished Professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill stated, “His comments were insightful, supportive…everyone seemed to hang on to every word. His playing was wonderful…He brings solid orchestral and solo experience to his teaching.” He will appear, by invitation, at the 2008 British Flute Society’s annual flute convention.

Mr. Snowden enjoys teaching and has a unique take on how performers can link emotion and communication to technique and interpretation. He has an extensive knowledge of solo repertoire, as well as the desire to improve anyone’s playing and performance abilities.  The notion of taking risks and being a flexible flutist enables a more powerful conversation to exist between the soloist and supporting musicians as well as the music and the audience. He has served on the faculty of the Royal College of Music (London) and conducts his own annual international summer flute course as well as appearing as a guest artist and master teacher at other courses (Oxford Summer School, e.g.). He is currently a flute professor at the London College of Music.

Jonathan Snowden can be heard (in a solo capacity) on Virgin, Virgin Classics, EMI, Silva, Teledisk, Conifer, Tring, and Hyperion recording labels. He has recently completed a recording of William Lloyd Webber’s works for flute.

For more information about Jonathan Snowden and upcoming appearances, visit: www.jonathanmsnowden.com. 
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Professional Experience

Teaching:

Flute Professor at London College of Music

Diploma Examiner for Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music

Artist-in-Residence at Levine School of Music and Georgetown University 

Former Professor at Royal College of Music

Examiner for Royal Northern College of Music

Examiner for Trinity College of Music

Substitute Faculty Member – Trinity College of Music 

Adjudicator for Bergen Philharmonic – external panel member for principal flute opening

Adjudicator for Conservatoire of Trondheim Festival

Adjudicator for Southeast Michigan Flute Association Festival

Former Coach/Conductor - flute and wind section - National Youth Orchestra in Wales

Invited to perform and teach in National Flute Association Conferences (1999; 2003; 2006)

Invited to perform and teach at the British Flute Society Convention (2008)


Guest Artist for Master Classes:

Central Ohio Flute Association

Conservatoire of Trondheim Festival

Conservatories in Brussels, Copenhagen

Conservatories in Malmo, Sweden

DIT—College of Music (Dublin, Ireland)

Festival in Tynset, Norway

Jonathan Snowden International Flute School

Kansas City Flute Association

Levine School of Music

Manhattan School of Music

Oxford Summer School

Pitea Festival (Sweden)

Southeast Michigan Flute Association Festival

St. Olav Festival

The Juilliard School 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Orchestral:

Principal Flute—Academy of St. Martin in the Fields

Principal Flute—BBC Philharmonic

Principal Flute—Bournemouth Symphony

Principal Flute—City of Birmingham Symphony

Principal Flute—English Chamber Orchestra

Principal Flute—Hallé Symphony

Principal Flute—London Chamber Orchestra (currently principal flute)

Principal Flute—London Metropolitan Orchestra (currently principal flute)

Principal Flute—London Philharmonic Orchestra

Principal Flute—London Symphony Orchestra

Principal Flute—Philharmonia

Principal Flute—Royal Opera House

Principal Flute—Royal Philharmonic Orchestra

Guest Artist appearances:

St. Louis Symphony

Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra

Boston Symphony Orchestra

Recent Appearances/Tours Include:
03 May 2007
Royal Albert Hall – Classical Brit Awards (London)

12 July 2007
RPO – Tower of London performance

13-16 July 2007
RPO – Tour (Germany)

26-28 July 2007
RPO – Welsh Proms (Cardiff)

Recorded Film Scores

1408

Aladdin

American Werewolf in London

Antz

Asleep in the Back

Band of Brothers

Batman

Bee Movie 

Bridget Jones’ Diary

Cold Mountain

Crooner

Cry, The Beloved Country

Don Juan

Doomsday

Endurance

Flute Passion

Fool’s Gold

Ghost Ship

Greystoke (Tarzan)

Gulliver’s Travels

Hannibal

Hollow Man

Johnny English

Judge Dredd

Lord of the Rings 3

Malice

Mr. Holland’s Opus

Over the Hedge

Per Amore

Pocahontas

Pride & Prejudice (original) 

Pride 

Prince of Egypt

Rat Race

Reign of Fire

Sense and Sensibility 

SpongeBob SquarePants

Stardust

Stargate

Symphonic Music of Yes

The Angel of Darkness

The Claim

The Da Vinci Code

The End of the Affair

The Fly

The Four Feathers (remake)

The Great Debaters

The Ghost and The Darkness

The Hi-Lo Country

The Hollow Man

The Hunchback of Notre Dame

The Life of Mammals

The Madness of King George

The Mask of Zorro

The Messenger: The Story of Joan of Arc

The Mission

The Mummy

The Mummy Returns

The Others

The Scarlet Letter

Thunderpants

Tilt

Tomb Raider: The Circle of Life

Tombstone

Unbreakable

Very Special Season

Collaborations

Composers: 

David Arnold

John Barry

Pat Doyle

Jerry Goldsmith

James Horner

Michael Kamen

Philippe Sarde

Alan Silvestri

Hans Zimmer 

Pop Stars: 

Bjork

Bond

Charlotte Church

Elvis Costello

Beverly Craven

Elbow

Annie Lennox

Martine McCuchion

Sir Cliff Richard

Spice Girls

Sting

Conductors: 

Sir Malcolm Arnold

Vladamir Ashkenazy

Paavo Berglund

James Colon 
Aaron Copland

Norman Del Mar

Antal Doráti

Sir Alexander Gibson

Sir Charles Grove

Bernard Haitink

Vernon Handley

Sir Edward Heath (former Prime Minister of Great Britain)

Richard Hilcox

Owain Arwell Hughes

Maris Jansons

Dirk Joerres

Erich Leinsdorf

Andrew Litton

Lorin Maazel

Sir Charles Mackerras

Sir Neville Mariner

Zubin Mehta

Yehudi Menuhin

Riccardo Muti

Kent Nagano

Tadaaki Otaka

Seiji Ozawa

André Previn

Sir Simon Rattle

Genadi Rodstevenski

Mstislav Rostropovich

John Rutter

Esa Pekka Salonen

Leonard Slatkin

Sir George Solti

Evgeni Svetlanov

Yuri Temirkamov

Klaus Tennstedt

Bryden Thompson

Michael Tilson-Thomas

Ernst Von Dohnyani

Christof von Essenbach

Walter Weller

Franz Welser-Most

Special Performances and Engagements

Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother

Queen Elizabeth II

Prince Charles

Duke and Duchess of Kent

Duke and Duchess of Gloucester

President of Malta

Sir James Galway

Sir Paul McCartney

Luciano Pavoratti

Memberships and Affiliations

Musician’s Union of England

Interviews, Reviews and Publications

Flute Talk: Interviewed for feature article by Mary Karen Clardy (April 1993); Victoria Jicha (February 2007)

The British Flute Society: Pan (2001; 2003; anticipated 2008)

Michael Parloff—Gave appraisal of Opera Excerpts for Flute book (Theodore Presser: 2000)

Miklós Rózsa—Editor of Flute Sonata (Faber)

Flute Stories—Included in compilation book of  101 of “the most celebrated flute players in the world”  by John Zino 

Selected Discography
Solo:
	Bach, J.S.
	Suite No. 2

	Debussy, C.
	Syrinx

	Fauré, G.
	Fantaisie, Op. 79

	
	Morceau de concours

	Holst, G.
	Fugal Concerto

	Honegger, A.
	Danse de la chèvre

	Messiaen, O.
	Le Merle Noir

	Mozart, W.A.
	Flute and Harp Concerto in C, K. 299

	
	Flute Concerto in G, K. 313

	Poulenc, F.
	Sonata for flute and piano

	Prokofiev, S.
	Concerto (arr. Sonata)

	Roussel, A.
	Joueurs de flute, Op.27

	Rózsa, M.
	Kaleidoscope

	
	Sonata

	Webber, W. Lloyd
	Mulberry Cottage

	
	Sonatina

	
	The Gardens at Eastwell

	Widor, C.M.
	Suite for flute and piano, Op.34


Orchestral Solo Recordings:

	Bizet, G.
	L’Arlésienne Suite No.2 “Minuet”

	Debussy, C.
	L’Après-Midi d’un Faune

	Vaughan Williams, R.
	Greensleeves

	
	Epithalamion

	Walton, W.
	Symphony No. 1
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Reviews from Mr. Snowden’s multifaceted programmes include

Wigmore Hall Recital: “so immaculate a performance” (Times)

Royal Festival Hall/London Philharmonic Orchestra: “Jonathan Snowden’s flute contributed the most memorable playing of the evening…”

Royal Festival Hall/London Philharmonic Orchestra: “Snowden’s playing was radiantly beautiful, warm in tone and winningly direct.”

Malta International Festival: “Jonathan Snowden is the most impressive and accomplished flautist to appear in concert.” (Malta Times)

Recordings that have received outstanding, critical acclaim include

Mozart: Flute and Harp Concerto (LPO/EMI): 

· “most compelling, individual and spontaneous” (The Guardian)

· “a properly magic flute” (Gramophone)

· “sparkling and sensitive, a natural soloist, regularly imaginative in his individual phrasing” (Penguin Guide to Compact Discs)

Debussy: L’Après-Midi d’un Faune (LPO/EMI):

· “Jonathan Snowden’s playing is outstandingly lovely” (Hi Fi News and Record Review)

Various: French Music for Flute (Virgin Classics):

· “Snowden warms his tone agreeably for the two Fauré pieces, finds both grace and colour in the Roussel and both brilliance and mystery in the Messiaen.” (Gramophone)

Rozsa: Kaleidoscope and Sonata (Silva Classics):

· “Excellent”

Prokofiev: Flute Concerto, orchestrated by Christopher Palmer (London Musici/Conifer):

· “Jonathan Snowden’s playing is brilliant” (Gramophone)

Mozart: Flute Concerto in G Major (LPO/EMI):

· “An excellent and experienced soloist in Jonathan Snowden who has a fine flexible tone and whose approach to the music is both fresh and sensitive.” (Gramophone)
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